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fears, the tidings went forth that the great
Queen-Empress was dead. .
Under her sixty years of rule the British
Empire had grown up. The colonies had
attained to self-realisation under her alone,
and India had acknowledged her sway with
an Imperial crown. In that sense she truly
started a dynasty. The century in which she
lived was known to all British subjects as the
*' Great Victorian Age," and with its close
she had passed away. Modern life had formed
itself during her long reign, and modern means
of communication had made her rule a reality.
Most of her living subjects could remember
no other monarch, and their loyalty had a
peculiarly chivalrous tinge, when strong men
paid cheerful homage to their widowed Queen,
The relation between ruler and ruled was a
unique one, tender and yet strong, close-knit
yet amply free and instinct with the moral
power that comes from high ideals. A worthy
sovereign over many races, she was served with
the fervent devotion of sons, not slaves.
At last the time had come when the Em-
pire was to pass under another ruler, one not
less gifted in statecraft than his great mother
whom he had succeeded. Edward VII.
mounted the throne, and his son, the Duke
of York, became the next heir. At this time